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TAGS:  SOPN, XC, US

 

SUBJECT:   JANUARY 18 EA PRESS SUMMARY

 

1.  JAPAN

 

FUKUDA SAID 1/17 ANY FURTHER INSTABILITY IN EXCHANGE

VALUE OF DOLLAR COULD CREATE HAVOC IN FON TRADE (REUTER

TOKYO, 1/17).

 

AFP REPORTS FUKUDA "ENTHUSIASTIC" ABOUT BUILDING "FLOATING

UNCLASSIFIED

 

PAGE 02        STATE  013678

 

AIRPORT" IN OSAKA BAY/HAS EARMARKED OVER 500,000 DOLS

FOR SURVEY/RESEARCH EXPENSES (LAT 1/17).

 

EARTHQUAKE 1/14 BREACHED DAM AT GOLD MINE 100 MI FROM

TOKYO/SENT 100,000 TONS CONTAMINATED MINE WASTE INTO

KANOGAWA RIVER.  GOJ FEARS VALUABLE BREEDING GROUND FOR

SEAFOOD THREATENED BY SLUDGELADEN RIVER EMPTYING INTO

PAC (UPI, LAT 1/17).

 

GLOBE REPORTS QUAKE'S DEATH TOLL NOW AT 21, W/112
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INJURED.  AUTHORITIES SAID 55 HOMES DESTROYED/2774

DAMAGED/8400 W/O WATER, ELECTRICITY.

 

2.  KOREA

 

IN SEOUL 1/17, CIVILETTI SAID WOULD BE "VERY FEW POSSIBLE

CRIMINAL CASES" ARISING FROM INTERROGATION TONGSUN

PARK.  ALSO SAID HE HAD NO GROUND QUESTION PARK ANY

POSSIBLE ROLE PLAYED BY PRES PARK CHUNG HEE IN INFLUENCE-

BUYING SCANDAL (REUTER'S LEE, SEOUL 1/17).

 

HORROCK (NYT SEOUL) QUOTES CIVILETTI THAT PARK TESTIMONY

"ESSENTIAL" IN CASES DOJ HAS ALREADY BROUGHT AGNST

HANCHO KIM/FORMER REP HANNA.

 

CIVILETTI SAID HE  MADE STATEMENTS DOWNPLAYING INTERROGA-

TION BECAUSE HE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT "GROSSLY EXAGGERATED,

WILDLY SPECULATIVE" RADIO BROADCASTS FROM US REPORTING

THAT PARK'S TESTIMONY HAD CRIMINALLY IMPLICATED LARGE

NUMBERS CONGRESSMEN (AP, SUN).  CIVILETTI DUE RETURN

WASHINGTON 1/18, LEAVING INTERROGATION TO REMAINING 5

MEMBERS DOJ (LAT 1/17).
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ETHICS CMTE MEMBER CAPUTO (R-NY) SAYS CMTE WILL NEGOTIATE

W/SK EMB IN ORDER GET TONGSUN PARK TESTIFY BEFORE

CONGRESS.  CAPUTO SAID HE RECEIVED WORD OF DECISION IN

PHONE CALL FROM JAWORSKI, BUT DID NOT INDICATE WHETHER

EMB WOULD BE APPROACHED DIRECTLY OR THRU DOS (LAT

1/16).

ATTY GEN BELL SAID 1/17 HE PLANS NOTIFY MEMBERS OF

CONGRESS WHO HAVE BEEN CLEARED IN SKOREAN INFLUENCE-

BUYING SCANDAL ON BASIS TONGSUN PARK TESTIMONY.  BUT

CAPUTO--WHO SAT IN ON QUESTIONING--CITED "INCONSISTENCIES"

BETW SOME OF PARK'S STATEMENTS AND HOUSE CMTE EVIDENCE.

CAPUTO SAID HE DIDN'T MEAN IMPLY PARK LYING, BUT STATED

HE BELIEVED PARK TOLD "TRUTH AS BEST HE COULD RECALL

IT" (PINCUS/BABCOCK, WP).

AT 1/18 NEWS CONF, PRES PARK SAID ECONOMICALLY SK IS

10-15 YRS AHEAD OF NK, AND ON PAR MILITARILY.  PARK

ADDED THAT SK'S ALLIANCE W/US REMAINS PIVOT OF ITS NATL

SECURITY--DESPITE US TROOP W/DRAWAL.  PREDICTED IN

ANOTHER 10-15 YRS,SK WOULD BECOME "MAJOR ECONOMIC

POWER" (REUTER SEOUL, 1/18).

"

CITING STRONGER FOREX POSITION, SK SAYS IT WILL PREPAY

BALANCE OWED UNDER 200-MIL-DOL BANK LOAN MATURING IN

EARLY 1980 (REUTER, SEOUL 1/17; WSJ).

3.  AUSTRALIA

 

AUSSIE TRANSPORT MIN NIXON TO VISIT UK 1/21-,6 TO DISCUSS
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REMAINING OBSTACLES TO CONCORDE FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA

(JOC 1/17).

 

STOVE (JOC  SYDNEY) DOES ITEM ON GOA CONCERN OVER US'

DILLINGHAM CORP'S DECISION CLOSE DOWN MINERAL SANDS

MINING OPEPATIONS IN AUSTRALIA.  COUNTRY DESPERATELY

SEEKING AVERT ANY FURTHER DECLINE IN FON INVESTMENTS,

BUT DILLINGHAM CLAIMS PULLOUT FORCED BY FEDERAL/STATE

GOVT ACTION.
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4.  NEW ZEALAND

 

POLICE LAUNCHES/NZ NAVY FRIGATE ESCORTED US NUKE SUB

"PINTADO" THRU FLEET OF SOME 70 PROTEST BOATS 1/16 AT

START 6-DAY NZ VISIT.  SHIP'S TRIP HAS DRAWN FIERCE

PROTESTS FROM TRADE UNIONS/OPPOSITION PARTY (REUTER,

LAT 1/17).

5.  INDONESIA

GOI SAYS ITS ANTI-CORRUPTION SQUADS CAUGHT ALMOST 1400

PERSONS OVER LAST 3 MONTHS IN CAMPAIGN AGAINST GRAFT/

BRIBERY IN GOVT.  ANNOUNCEMENT MADE FOLLOWING CRITICISM BY

STUDENTS/MOSLEM COMMUNITY THAT CAMPAIGN PETERING OUT W/O

TOUCHING "BIG FISH."  THOSE CAUGHT INVOLVED IN 745 CASES OF

CORRUPTION; MOST HAVE BEEN DISCIPLINED, 192 BROUGHT TO

TRIAL, 58 DEALT W/IN OTHER WAYS (REUTER, GLOBE 1/16).

6.  BURMA/THAILAND/NARCOTICS

LEADING GROUP CONGRESSMEN ON 10-NATION TOUR ASIA, LESTER

WOLFF (D-NY) CALLS FOR GREATER JOINT EFFORTS TO STOP FLOW

NARCOTICS FROM BURMA/ SAYS GUB WANTS COOPERATE FULLY W/US

IN SUCH EFFORT.  ON BANGKOK STOPOVER, DURING WHICH GROUP

DISCUSSED NARCOTICS/REGIONAL SECURITY W/PM KRIANGSAK,

WOLFF SAID RTG HAS DONE WHATEVER IT COULD TO SUPPRESS

NARCOTIC TRAFFIC THRU THAILAND, BUT NEEDS MORE ASSISTANCE

FROM US--PARTICULARLY USE US HELICOPTERS  TO HELP SUPPRESS

DRUG TRADE.  CHRMN HOUSE CMTE ON NARCOTICS/DRUG ABUSE CON-

TORL SAID, DUE TO THAI CAMPAIGN, NARCOTICS DEALERS AVOIDING

BANGKOK, USING ALTERNATIVE ROUTES FROM GOLDEN TRIANGLE THRU

MALAYSIA, W/PENANG PRINCIPAL PORT TRANSSHIPMENT TO EUROPE/

US.  WOLFF CALLED FOR "ERADICATION NETWORK"/DESTRUCTION

HEROIN LABS IN HILLS INSIDE BURMA (REUTER BANGKOK 1/17).

 

7.  VIETNAM

UNCLASSIFIED
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FRIEND OF BRILLIG CREW SAYS 3 AMCITS ABOARD YACHT HAVE

MAINTAINED RADIO SILENCE FOR 24 HRS.  IN THEIR LAST RADIO

CONVERSATION, FRIEND SAID HE RELAYED MESSAGE FROM

DELLENBAUGH'S FATHER THAT "SILENCE IS GOLDEN."  THIS WAS

DELIVERED AFTER SHE ALREADY HAD GONE ABORAD US NAVY SHIP
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(GLOBE 1/16).

 

8.  CAMBODIA/VIETNAM

 

REUTER (PEKING) REPORTS DEL CHINESE OFFICIALS LEFT FOR PP

WEDS IN WHAT APPEARED START DIPLO MOVES BRING CAMBODIA/VN

TOGETHER AT CONF TABLE/RESOLVE BORDER DISPUTE.  DEL

COMPRISED OF TENG YING-CHAO, HAN NIEN-LUNG, ASIAN SPEC

SHEN PING.  VIET VICE FONMIN PHAN NIEN, SPEC IN BORDER

PROBLEM, CURRENTLY IN PEKING, REPORTEDLY IN EFFORT ESTAB-

LISH CONTACT W/CAMBODIANS.  CAMBODIAN EMB SPOKESMAN IN

PEKING, HOWEVER, SAID THERE HAD BEEN NO TALKS W/VIETS

IN PEKING.

 

MEANWHILE, LAT'S MCARTHUR SAID VN-CAMBODIA CONFLICT "GROW-

ING HOTTER"/"POTENTIALLY MORE DANGEROUS."  QUOTES W

EXPERTS THAT CAMBODIAN DIVISIONS HAVE MADE SURPRISING

RECOVERY: HAVE SPLIT INTO SMALLER GUERRILLA-STYLE UNITS,

ARE ON ATTACK IN SEVERAL AREAS, HAVE CROSSED INTO VN TO

ATTACK HA TIEN ON GULF, ARE UNDER ORDERS TAKE NO PRISONER

 

SOURCES REPORTED VIET FORCES CONTINUE FIGHT AGGRESSIVELY,

ARE UNDER ORDER SEEK/DESTROY CAMBODIAN TROOP UNITS, HAVE

ALTERED ORIGINAL INVASION PLAN/PULLED BACK ARMORED COLUMNS

IN PARROT'S BEAK.  W SOURCE SAID VIET TROOPS "NOT THE

VIETNAMESE ARMY WHICH TOOK SAIGON IN 1975," "HAVE HAD

TROUBLES RUNNING A COMBINED OPERATION OF THIS SIZE...HAD

FOULUPS LIKE TANKS RUNNING OUT OF GAS."  SAID HE THINKS

"THEY MADE THE MISTAKE OF UNDERESTIMATING THE CAMBODIANS"

(ACCOMPANIED BY MAP, 1/16).

UNCLASSIFIED
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LAOS DENIES VIET TROOPS MOVED THRU ITS TERRITORY TO REIN-

FORCE VIET FORCES, REFUTING REUTER REPORT WHICH APPEARED

LAST WK (REUTER BANGKOK 1/17).

CAMBODIA, CELEBRATING 10TH ANNIVERSARY FOUNDING OF ITS

REVOLUTIONARY ARMY, PRAISED ITS FORCES FOR VICTORIES OVER

"VIETNAMESE AGGRESSORS."  PP RADIO REPORTED SOLDIERS/

PEASANTS/WORKERS/YOUTHS PLAYED MAJOR PART IN CELEBRATIONS,

HELD MTGS TO PAY THEIR RESPECTS TO "SOULS OF ALL REVOLU-

TIONARY TROOPS" WHO "SACRIFICED THIER LIVES TO DEFEND

AND PROTECT THE COUNTRY."  REUTER (BANGKOK 1/17) ALSO

REPORTS ISOLATED SKIRMISHES BETWN CAMBODIAN/VIET TROOPS,

BUT NO MAJOR ENGAGEMENTS.

 

SRV CALLS FOR CONSOLIDATION OF NATL DEFENSE/INCREASED

PRODUCTION, ACCORDING VIET NEWS AGENCY.  QUOTING OFFICIAL

COMMUNIQUE OF RECENT GOVT COUNCIL MEET, BROADCAST SAID

DEVELOPMENT/DEFENSE IMPORTANT IN ORDER SAFEGUARD VIET

INDEPENDENCE/SOVEREIGNTY/TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY (REUTER HK

1/16).
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9.  CHINA

 

BROWNING (CSM PARIS) REPORTS FRANCE'S PM BARRE TO EMBARK

ON 6-DAY VISIT TO PRC, BEGINNING 1/19.  BARRE SEEN AS

HOPING STIMULATE NEW TRADE W/PRC.  CHINA SAID TO BE

PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN LEARNING FROM FRANCE'S ABILITY

TO DEVELOP ARMY/NUKE FORCE INDEPENDENTLY OF NATO ALLIANCE.

PRC FON TRADE MINISTER LI CHIANG, WHO VISITED FRANCE IN DEC

SHOWED GREAT INTEREST IN FRENCH CONVENTIONAL/NUKE POWER

GENERATORS, CHEMICAL PLANTS, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, DEFENSE

HARDWARE.  HOWEVER, DESPITE PRC CONCERN OVER PLA TECHNO-

LOGICAL BACKWARDNESS, COUNTRY BELIEVED STILL NOT ABLE

INVEST IN EXTENSIVE ARMS PURCHASES.
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NCNA REPORTS PARTICIPANTS OF JUST-CONCLUDED PEKING CONG ON

METALLURGICAL INDUSTRY PLEDGED TO CATCH UP W/OR SURPASS

US IN STEEL OUTPUT BY END OF THIS CENTURY (REUTER HK 1/17).

IN NCNA COMMENTARY, PRC DECLARED US/USSR FAILED TO REACH

ANY DISARMAMENT AGREEMENTS IN '77 BECAUSE EACH OF 2 SUPER-

POWERS "WAS OUT TO GAIN MILITARY SUPERIORITY AT THE

EXPENSE OF THE OTHER."  CITING WESTERN/SOVIET PRESS REPORTS

NCNA SAID WHILE VARIOUS DISARAMAMENT TOPICS WERE DISCUSSED,

BOTH US/USSR CONTINUE DEVELOP NEW WEAPONRY.  ARTICLE

CARRIED CUSTOMARY PRC WARNING THAT NO TRUST TO BE PLACED IN

ARMS ACCORD BETWN 2 COUNTRIES, EVEN IF AGREEMENT REACHED.

CONTINUING DISARMAMENT TALKS, NCNA CONCLUDED, "CANNOT

POSSIBLY GLOSS OVER THE STARK REALITY OF ARMS DRIVE AND

WAR PREPARATIONS" (ISAACS, SUN HK).

MILLER (GLOBE 1/17) REPORTS BOSTON SYMPHONY MAY GIVE

CONCERTS IN PRC AFTER ORCHESTRA COMPLETES TOUR OF JAPAN

MARCH 17.  ACCORDING PERRY, EXEC DIR BSO, ORCHESTRA HAS NOT

RECEIVED FORMAL INVITATION FROM PRC BUT HAS HAD "INQUIRY"

ABOUT CONCERTS FROM SOURCE PERRY DECLINED NAME.

 

10.  PHILIPPINES

 

DEFENSE MIN ANNOUNCES MOSLEM REBELS MASSING IN CENTRAL

MINDANAO/LOCAL MIL CMDR SENDING FOR REINFORCEMENTS.

OFFICIALS SAID REBELS HAD MOVED TO MINDANAO FROM BASILAN

ISL, SCENE OF RECENT HEAVY FIGHTING, WERE STEPPING UP

ATTACKS ON FARMERS/WORKERS AT PLANTATIONS/LOGGING CAMPS

(REUTER MANILA).

 

IN CONTINUING EFFORT GATHER INFO ON HOW MARCOS/FAMILY/

FRIENDS HAVE CONSOLIDATED POL POWER/PERSONAL WEALTH AND

EFFECT THESE ACTIONS HAVE HAD ON ECON, NYT RUNS 2 ARTICLES

ON GRAIN CREDITS.  BUTTERFIELD (MANILA 1/17) REPORTS NATL

GRAIN AGENCY, WHICH MARCOS EMPOWERED IMPORT ALL GRAIN INTO

PHILS, HAS REPORTEDLY MADE MUCH AS 100 MILLION DOLS IN LAST

3 YRS BY KEEPING WHEAT PRICE ARTIFICIALLY HIGH/MISUSING

UNCLASSIFIED
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CHEAP CREDIT.  SAYS PRECISELY WHAT HAPPENED TO MONEY IN

DISPUTE, BUT FLOUR MILLERS/US OFFICIALS BELIEVE PART OF IT

SIPHONED OFF BY POWERFUL GOVT FIGURES.  AMEMB HAS REPORTEDL

COMPLAINED TO GOP ABOUT UNUSUAL USE OF CREDIT PROVIDED BY

USDA TO HELP FIN"NCE PURCHASE US WHEAT.

 

CREDIT, FROM COMMODITY CREDIT CORP, SUPPLIED AT 8 PCT

INTEREST, PAYABLE IN 3 YRS/NORMALLY INTENDED GO TO REAL

PURCHASER--MILLERS.  BUT, ACCORDING BUTTERFIELD, AGENCY

EXTENDS CREDIT FOR ONLY 5 MONTHS, THEN KEEPS MONEY IN BANK,

EARNING 8 PCT PROFIT ON US FUNDS.  SAYS LAST YR'S CREDIT

AMOUNTED TO 48.5 MILLION DOLS.  ADDED TO GAINS FROM WHEAT

SALES, AGENCY'S PROFITS WOULD BE MUCH AS 100 MILLION DOLS

FOR 3 YRS.  AMEMB REPORTEDLY HAS NOT TRIED CUT OFF CREDITS

FOR FEAR CANADA WILL STEP IN/OFFER ITS WHEAT ON FAVORABLE

TERMS.

IN 2ND ARTICLE, SETH KING QUOTES USDA THAT 48.5 MILLION DOL

IN CREDITS TO COMMODITY CREDIT CORP LAST YR USED ACCORDING

TO RULES/IN FULL COMPLIANCE W/OBJECTIVES OF PROGRAM,

REFUTING NYT REPORT THAT GOP RESELLING US WHEAT TO MILLERS

AT SHARPLY INCREASED RATES.  SAYS USDA PLANS DO NOTHING

ABOUT REPORTS, SAYING MISUE OF FUNDS IS "INTERNAL MATTER."

IN ANOTHER

 

IN ANOTHER NYT ARTICLE, BUTTERFIELD (MANILA) SAYS 2 OF

PHILS' WEALTHIEST/ONCE MOST POLITICALLY POWERFUL FAMILIES-

THOSE OF MULTIMILLIONAIRE EUGENIO LOPEZ/FORMER SEN BENIGNO

AQUINO--FORCED RELINQUISH MUCH OF THEIR FORTUNES SINCE

MARTIAL LAW; THAT LOPEZES  ALONE FORCED SURRENDER 400

MILLION DOLS IN ASSETS.  ONE FAMILY CHARGED, IT IS ALL

"CAREFULLY THOUGHT OUT PLAN TO PREVENT ANY GROUP FROM

STAGING A COMBACK AGAINST MARCOS.  IF MARCOS' FRIENDS

GET RICH IN THE PROCESS, THAT MAKES IT ALL THE SWEETER."
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PRES SUPPORTERS, HOWEVER, SAY MARCOS CARRYING OUT PLEDGE TO

BREAK UP WEALTHY OLIGARCHS.

 

WHICH EVER EXPLANATION CORRECT, BUTTERFIELD SAYS TAKEOVER

OF HOLDINGS OF 2 FAMILIES REFLECTS WHAT MANY FILS SEE AS

"INCREASINGLY BLURRED LINE" UNDER MARCOS RULE BETWN

PUBLIC/PRIVATE MONEY, W/PRES/FAMILY/FRIENDS ABLE TO DRAW ON

COUNTRY'S RESOURCES "ALMOST AT WILL."

 

WITH ITS CONTRACT ON 1.1-BIL-DOL NUKE POWER STATION IN

PHILS UNDER SCRUTINY BY GOP, WESTINGHOUSE ISSUES 1ST

DETAILED DEFENSE OF ROLE IN PROJECT.  ACCORDING WSJ

(1/17), WESTINGHOUSE CONTENDS FEES PAID 2 SALES REPS IN

PHILS/TOTAL PRICE TAG ON PROJECT WERE "JUSTIFIED AND
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PROPER."

 

WP'S MATHEWS (HK) SAYS MARCOS' ACTIONS AGAINST INDUSTRIALIST

HERMINIO DISINI REVEAL HIS EXTREME SENSITIVITY TO ANY

UNFAVORABLE PUBLICITY THAT MIGHT LEAD US CONGRESS DIS-

APPROVE CONCESSIONS PHILS SEEKING IN US BASES NEGOTS.

SAYS THO DISINI NOT EXPECTED SUFFER SERIOUS FINANCIAL

LOSS FROM TAKEOVER 3 OF HIS COS, ACTION MAY SCARE OFF

INVESTORS IN HIS OTHER PROJECTS WHO BANKED ON DISINI'S

CLOSE TIES TO MARCOS WHO CAN ISSUE TRADE/TAX EDICTS BY

FIAT.  THO MARCOS HAD SAID WESTINGHOUSE SELECTED FOR POWER

PLANT CONTRACT ON BASIS TECH REPORTS, PHILS POWER OFFICIALS

SAID DECISION WAS "POLITICAL" ONE, THAT DISINI INFLUENCE

WAS "ESSENTIAL."

11.  LAOS

WORLD FOOD PROGRAM SAYS THOUSANDS PEOPLE HUNGRY IN LAOS

DUE TO SEVERE DROUGHT; FEARS STARVATION IF FOOD DOES NOT

REACH COUNTRY BY JUNE (CSM).

12.  GENERAL

 

SPEAKING 1/17 AT END OF TOUR SEASIA, EA'S OAKLEY SAID HE'S

IMPRESSED BY NEW RELATIONSHIP BETWN MEMBERS ASEAN/VN,

UNCLASSIFIED
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WHICH "OFFER GREAT DEAL OF SCOPE FOR LONG-TERM POLITICAL

STABILITY AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION IN SEASIA."  SPEAKING

AT PRESS CONF, OAKELY SAID OUTCOME OF FIGHTING BETWN

VN/CAMBODIA HARD TO PREDICT.  ASKED WHETHER FIGHTING COULD

BE DESCRIBED AS "PROXY WAR," OAKLEY SAID, "YOU MAY HAVE

A PARTICULAR REGIONAL MANIFESTATION OF WORLD-WIDE RIVALRY,

BUT THERE IS ALSO A LOCAL SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH IS

VERY IMPORTANT."  ADDED THAT SO FAR NEITHER MOSCOW/PEKING

HAS REALLY ENGAGED IN CONFLICT, THO "THEIR PREFERENCES ARE

FAIRLY CLEAR."  OAKLEY SAID NON-COMMUNIST SEASIAN COUNTRIES

APPEARED FAIRLY SATISIFIED W/REGIONAL SITUATION AT PRESENT,

BUT WOULD BE CONCERNED IF VIET-CAMBODIAN FIGHTING LED TO

INSTABILITY.

 

COMMENT AND ANALYSIS

 

13.  KOREA

 

WP EDIT SAYS'"WE SUPPOSE" DOJ MADE BEST DEAL IT COULD TO

OBTAIN TONGSUN PARK TESTIMONY.  TERMS SCANDAL "MONKEY ON

CONGRESS'S BACK" WHICH IT CAN'T GET RID OF UNLESS SEOUL

COOPERATES.  STATES CONGRESS HAS POWER--IN TERMS DIRECT

CONTROL OVER AID FUNDS--TO BARGAIN FOR FURTHER TESTIMONY

BY OTHER KOREANS, "EVEN BY PRESENT OFFICIALS, IF THAT

PROVES NECESSARY."  NOTES JAWORSKI'S COMPLAINTS OVER

PARK INTERROGATION, READING THEM AS SIGNAL TO SK "THAT IT

CAN'T GET AWAY MERELY BY PRODUCING TONGSUN PARK."
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SCM EDIT SEES IT VITAL THAT US ELECTORATE BE FULLY INFORMED

ABOUT GUILTY/INNOCENCE IN INFLUENCE-BUYING SCANDAL BEFORE

GOING TO POLLS 11/7.  SAYS IF NOT, CONGRESS' GENERAL

CREDIBILITY WILL SUFFER INSTEAD OF SIMPLY REPUTATIONS OF

THOSE FOUND ABUSING THEIR OFFICE.  SUPPORTS JAWORSKI IN

UNCLASSIFIED
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RESISTENCE TO "PLACING ALL SORTS OF STRINGS ON COOPERATION"

BY PARK, ADDING,  "NO SUSPICISON OF COVER-UP MUST BE

ALLOWED TO LINGER."

OPLIPHANT CARTOON (WSTAR 1/17) SHOWS DOJ OFFICIALS

QUESTIONING TONGSUN PARK UNDER "CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS"--

TALKING THRU LONG, HOLLOW TUBE INTO PARK'S EAR.  THEIR

QUESTION:  "IS IT BIGGER THAN A BREAD BOX?"

CSM CARTOONIST LEPELLEY DEPICTS "US OFFICE HOLDER" IN

"TONGSUN PARK" WITH OMINOUS SHAPES PEEPING FROM SHADOWS.

FRIGHTENED "OFFICE HOLDER" WONDERS, "IS THIS WHERE I USED

TO HAVE THOSE LOVELY PICNICS?"

 

14.  CHINA

 

AT 1/17 PRESS CONF AFTER 2-WK TRIP TO PRC , SEN CRANSTON

(D-CALIF) RECOMMENDED US BREAK DIPL RELS W/TAIWAN,

NORMALIZE  W/PRC.  CRANSTON SAID WHILE HE WAS ALREADY IN

FAVOR OF NORMALIZATION BEFORE TRIP, HE RETURNED TO US W/

HEIGHTENED SENSE URGENCY ABOUT SITUATION  AFTER TALKS

W/CHINESE.  IN CONTINUING RELS W/TAIWAN, CRANSTON SAID,

US COULD USE JAPAN'S RELS W/ISLAND AS MODEL (GREEN REUTER,

1/17).

 

CSM (PEKING) CARRIES BRIEF MUNRO ARTICLE IN TORONTO GLOBE

AND MAIL WHICH REPORTER SKETCHES SOME FINAL IMPRESSIONS

ABOUT PRC.  OBSERVES: (1) PRC MAY BE PLAYING GAMES W/

SOVIET SATELLITE RECONNAISSANCE IN TACHING OIL FIELDS BY

ERECTING PLYWOOD MOCKUPS OF ARMY TANKS WHICH LOOK REAL

WHEN PHOTOGRAPHED FROM SPACE; (2) PRC MAY CAMOUFLAGE

INFLATION IN STATE-RUN SECTOR OF ECONOMY BY REDUCING

QUANTITIES RATHER THAN RAISING PRICES OF MARGINAL ITEMS;

(3) IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE FOR FOREIGNERS DISCOVER PRECISE

FATE OF PRC OFFICIALS WHO SUDDENLY DROP FROM SIGHT; (4)

UNNAMED INDIVIDUAL WHO RECENTLY TALKED W/CHINESE IN 2

DIFFERENT CITIES CONCLUDED THAT MOOD OF PEOPLE IS MIXTURE

OF CYNICISM/HOPE.

UNCLASSIFIED

 

PAGE 12        STATE  013678

 

CHINESE DESCRIBED BY MUNRO AS CYNICAL/APATHETIC ABOUT

CHANGES IN PAST FEW YRS.  THEY SEE TENG HSIAO-PING AS

MAN WHO PROMISES BETTER LIFE BUT AT SAME TIME  THEY FEAR

TENG'S SUPPORTERS TOO VINDICTIVE/THAT THEY WANT PUT ALL

POWER BACK INTO HANDS OF OLD GENERATION.  HUA SEEN AS
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VAGUE FIGURE WHO GOT TO TOP THRU QUIRK OF FATE.

 

SETLOWE, LA NOVELIST, DOES ACCOUNT OF HIS 18-DAY VISIT TO

PRC (LAT 1/15).  SAYS TRIP CONFUSED HIM; WHEN HE RETURNED

US, ATTEMPTED ANALYZE VISIT, FOUND SELF UNSURE OF WHAT HE

HAD SEEN/HEARD.  BELIEVES THIS MALADY LINKED TO INFO

OVERLOAD/THAT PEOPLE GO TO PRC W/CERTAIN EXPECTATIONS, THEN

THEY NOT ONL  SEE WHAT THEY WANT SEE, BUT SEE THIS MAGNIFIED

ALL OUT OF PROPORTION.

 

SETLOWE CONCLUDES THAT SPECIFIC BITS OF INFO NOT A

IMPORTANT AS WAY SUCH INFO WAS CONVEYED; THAT IN CHINA

MEDIUM AND MESSAGE ARE INEXTRICABLY ENTANGLED.

 

15.  PHILIPPINES

 

IN NYT SPEC, BUTTERFIELD (MANILA 1/15) NOTES WHEN MARCOS

DECLARED MARTIAL LAW, HE AVOWED ONE OF ITS MAIN PURPOSES

WAS BREAK UP WEALTHY FAMILIES; CRITICS NOW CHARGE ONLY

REDISTRIBUTION WEALTH HAS BEEN FROM ONE ELITE TO ANOTHER.

AMONG THOSE SAID BENEFITED MOST IS MARCOS FRAT BRO,

ROBERTO BENEDICTO, HEAD NEW SUGAR COMMISSION; IMELDA'S

BRO, BENJAMIN ROMUALDAZ, PROVINCE GOVERNOR; JUAN PONCE

ENRILE, DEFENSE SECY; IMELDA'S SISTER/YOUNGER BRO; CLOSE

FRIEND RICARDO SILVERIO, HEAD TOYOTA DISTRIBUTORSHIP;

FRIEND RODOLFO CUENCA, HEAD PHILS' LARGEST CONSTRUCTION

CO; HERMINIO DISINI, FRIEND/IN-LAW, WHO BENEFITED
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FROM PRESIDENTIAL DECREE WHICH FORCED COMPETITOR OUT OF

BUSINESS.  CONTENDS SIZE OF MARCOS' PERSONAL FORTUNE IS

SUBJECT ENDLESS GOSSIP IN MANILA; SOME SAY HE MAINTAINS

STAFF 15-20 LAWYERS/ACCOUNTANTS JUST TO KEEP TRACK OF IT.

 

16.  CAMBODIA/VIETNAM

 

LAT'S SNITOWSKY (1/15) SAYS TRUE SOURCE VIET/CAMBODIAN

CONFLICT GOES BACK 1,000 YRS, MORE RECENTLY TO '75, WHEN,

LESS THAN 2 MONTHS AFTER WAR, KR OFFICIALS FLEW TO HANOI

TO TRY RESOLVE BORDER ISSUE.  ACCORDING CAMBODIANS, VIETS

WERE UNWILLING NEGOT MATTER SERIOUSLY.  NOW, SAYS

POSSIBILITY VN CAN INSTIGATE POPULAR UPRISING OVER BORDER

ISSUE  W/ENOUGH STRENGTH TOPPLE PP REGIME DEPENDS ON

DEGREE TO WHICH REGIME'S HARSH POLICIES HAVE ALIENATED

PEASANTRY.  SINCE CAMBODIA SO ISOLATED, SAYS NO WAY

DETERMINE DEPTH OF POP ALIENATION.  SAYS QUESTION REMAINS

WHETHER VIETS WILL SIMPLY ANNEX DISPUTED TERRITORY, OR

PRESS ON, POSSIBLY EVEN TO THAILAND.

 

LAT'S MCARTHUR (BANGKOK 1/13) SAYS BREAK BETWN CAMBODIA/VN

BELIEVED TO HAVE CONDEMNED ABOUT 5,000 MEN WHO HELPED

COMMUNIST SEIZE POWER IN CAMBODIA.  THESE ARE CAMBODIANS
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TRAINED IN NVN, MANY OF WHOM DIED IN BATTLE DURING WAR.

REST--SEVERAL THOUSAND BY SOME ESTIMATES--NOW THOUGHT TO

HAVE BEEN EXECUTED BY PP REGIME.

 

MCARTHUR SAYS THESE YOUNG CAMBODIANS FLED TO NVN IN 60S

WHEN SIHANOUK CRACKING DOWN ON COMMUNISTS, WERE TRAINED

AT DOZENS OF CAMPS, SOME INCORPORATED INTO REGULAR NVIET

ARMY, PUT INTO ACTION WHEN KR MOVEMENT MOVING TO TAKE PP.

QUOTES OBSERVER THAT LON NOL GOVT NEVER HAD PROGRAM TO

WIN THESE CAMBODIANS OVER, WAS ACTUALLY AFRAID OF THEM,

DIDN'T USE THEM TO ADVANTAGE; SAYS EVEN OLD GUARD KR

LEADERSHIP DISTRUSTED THEM.  WITH DISCONTENT IN UPPER

LEVELS OF ARMY, WHERE VIET-TRAINED MEN THE STRONGEST,
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REGIME BEGAN PURGING THEM.

 

WSTAR'S ROCHE (1/16) CITES ANALYSTS WHO CLAIM CAMBODIAN/

VIET CONFLICT IS FURTHER DEMONSTRATION IDIOCY OF DOMINO

THEORY/FINAL FUNERAL FOR VIEW.  SAYS HIGH US OFFICIALS

WERE NOT UNDER ILLUSION COMMUNISM MONOLITHIC.  LBJ, HE

SAYS, FELT HO CHI MINH'S OBJECTIVES 2-FOLD: PLAY MOSCOW

AGAINST PEKING; RECONSTITUTE INDOCHINA AS COMMUNIST VIET

STATE.  SAYS HE DID BRILLIANT JOB W/1ST OBJECTIVE,

SUCCESSORS NOW BUSILY ACCOMPLISHING 2ND.

 

ROCHE SAYS PERHAPS MOST INTERESTING ASPECT VIET INVASION

CAMBODIA IS US SENSE OF "DEJA VU."  SAYS IT GENERALLY

BELIEVED WE INSTIGATED LON NOL COUP, BUT CONTENDS "NOT

ONE PIECE OF EVIDENCE" SUPPORTS THIS VIEW.  ON CONTRARY,

SAYS US WAS QUITE HAPPY W/CAMBODIAN NEUTRALITY.  QUESTION

ON HIS MIND NOW, ROCHE SAYS, IS WHEN HANOI WILL INVITE

AMERICANS TO DROP IN TO BOMB VIET INVADERS.   CHRISTOPHER
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